Cavernous hemangioma of the spinal cord - conservative or operative management?
Once believed to be extremely uncommon, due to magnetic resonance imaging cavernous hemangiomas of the spinal cord are detected with increasing frequency. Management of both symptomatic and asymptomatic intramedullary cavernous hamangiomas is therefore of growing importance. However, experience with treatment and follow-up is very limited. In particular, patients with multiple central nervous system cavernous hemangiomas represent a therapeutical dilemma. We present a patient with a ruptured intramedullary and multiple cerebral cavernous hemangiomas and a survey of current knowledge of epidemiology, pathophysiology and treatment options. We conclude that the benefit of operative treatment possibly decreases with the number of clinically silent vascular malformations.